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Rita Huang, former recipient of RISE Awards,  
The Da Vinci Engineering Enrichment Program



RESEARCH INSPIRED STUDENT ENRICHMENT (RISE) AWARDS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE RISE AWARDS?

The Research Inspired Student Enrichment (RISE) Awards provide top 
Newfoundland and Labrador high school students with the opportunity to 
attend research-related enrichment programs focused on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR THE RISE AWARDS?

Current Level II students attending high school in Newfoundland and Labrador are 
eligible to apply for these awards. Students must meet the following criteria to be 
considered for an award:

• Minimum 90% average across all courses completed in Level I

• Minimum 90% average across all science courses completed in Level I

• Minimum 90% average across all mathematics courses completed in Level I

• Minimum of eight (8) credits in science and mathematics courses completed 
by the end of the 2016-2017 academic year (Level II), including those 
completed in Level I

Confirmation of successful completion of at least eight (8) credits in science  
and mathematics courses by the end of Level II will be required via an official 
2016-2017 (Level II) transcript issued by the Department of Education by  
August 31, 2017.

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT MY APPLICATION?

The deadline for receipt of applications is 4:00 PM NST on November 3, 2016.
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What is RDC?

The Research & Development Corporation (RDC) is 

a Provincial Crown corporation that was established 

to support R&D growth in Newfoundland and 

Labrador. RDC works with R&D stakeholders 

including industry, academ
ia and government agencies 

and departments. For more information about RDC, 

go to www.rdc.org.
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HOW DO I APPLY FOR A RISE AWARD?

You must submit a complete application package, prepared in English, to be 
received by 4:00 PM NST on November 3, 2016 at the following address:

In person, by courier or regular mail to: 
RDC, 68 Portugal Cove Road, St. John’s, NL, A1B 2L9

The application package must include the following two (2) documents:

• completed RDC application form; and

• copy of the applicant’s official 2015-2016 (Level I) transcript issued by the 
Department of Education.

WHERE CAN I GET AN APPLICATION?

Application forms are available online at the Research & Development 
Corporation’s website at www.rdc.org.

CAN I USE A PRINTOUT FROM MY SCHOOL FOR THE TRANSCRIPT 
SUBMISSION?

No. Only a copy of your official 2015-2016 transcript as issued by the 
Department of Education will be accepted.

WHAT IS THE TIME FRAME FOR THE AWARDS?

Award offers are made within five (5) weeks of the application deadline  
for enrichment programs in the summer of 2017.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER I RECEIVE MY RISE AWARD?

Immediately after notification of your RISE Award, you should pursue application 
to your awarded enrichment program. Note that you are responsible for 
complying with all requirements of the enrichment program’s application 
process, including deadlines, which may be as early as January 2017.

HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE SUPPORTED ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAMS?

The websites for the supported enrichment programs are as follows:

1. Research Science Institute (RSI) - www.cee.org/research-science-institute

2. Da Vinci Engineering Enrichment Program (DEEP) -  
www.outreach.engineering.utoronto.ca/pre-university-programs/
DEEP-Summer-Academy

3. Boston Leadership Institute (BLI) - http://bostonleadershipinstitute.com/
research-programs.html 
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Can I submit my application online?

No, applications must be submitted 

in person, by courier or reg
ular mail 

to RDC, 68 Portugal Cove Road, 

St. John’s, NL, A1B 2L9.
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WHY DO MY TEACHERS HAVE TO SIGN MY APPLICATION FORM?

Since the number of credits completed by the end of the 2016-2017 academic 
year is an eligibility criteria for the RISE Awards, RDC requires verification  
of enrollment by teachers for any science and mathematics courses for which 
you are currently enrolled.

MY TEACHER IS NOT AVAILABLE TO VERIFY MY COURSE 
ENROLLMENT ON THE APPLICATION FORM. WHAT SHOULD I DO?

An authorized representative of your school who can verify your course 
enrollment must sign for the course on behalf of the teacher.

HOW WILL AWARD WINNERS BE NOTIFIED?

Notifications will be sent by email with a follow-up by regular mail within five 
(5) weeks of the application deadline.

If you move after submitting your application, please inform RDC by sending  
an email to application@rdc.org. 

In the case of program cancellation, RDC will work with enrichment program 
partners to find alternate placements for applicants.

HOW MANY AWARDS ARE AVAILABLE?

A maximum of 15 awards will be given under this program, including a maximum  
of one (1) placement to RSI, four (4) placements to BLI, along with up to ten (10) 
placements to DEEP.

IF I RECEIVE A RISE AWARD, WILL I AUTOMATICALLY GET TO GO TO MY 
FIRST CHOICE?

No, there is a limit of one (1) award for RSI, and four (4) for BLI.

WHY ARE THERE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RSI?

RSI has a particularly demanding curriculum, which may include supplemental 
advance reading material and coursework. To ensure that RISE Award holders  
are successful at RSI, a more stringent screening process will be applied.

WHAT WILL MY AWARD COVER?

The award has two components:

• A portion to cover the entirety of the registration and application 
fees. Registration fees cover full tuition and living expenses, including 
accommodations and most meals.

• A stipend to cover travel to/from the enrichment program and any other 
incidentals that may occur while attending the program.

DO I NEED TO PRODUCE RECEIPTS FOR EXPENSES?

No, the travel/expenses stipend will be given as an allowance to cover  
non-registration costs associated with attending the program, including travel 
to and from the destination city.
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WHAT HAPPENS IF THE REGISTRATION FEES INCREASE  
FOR MY PROGRAM?

If there is a change in the registration fees associated with the enrichment 
program, then RDC will cover those changes in full. The travel/expenses  
stipend will not be used to cover any registration fee changes.

DO I HAVE TO COVER COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH APPLICATION TO THE 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM?

If there is a cost associated with application to the enrichment program, it will 
be covered by RDC. The travel/expenses stipend will not be used to cover any 
application costs.

WILL RDC HELP BOOK MY TRAVEL TO THE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM?

No. Successful applicants are expected to apply to the enrichment program 
directly and independently of RDC. Once accepted into the enrichment program, 
awardees will then make travel arrangements to ensure arrival for the start  
of the program, including any ground transportation required once in the 
destination city.

IF I RECEIVE AN AWARD, WHAT OBLIGATIONS WILL BE EXPECTED OF ME 
DURING THE AWARD PERIOD?

Before receipt of any award funds, you must:

1. be accepted in a supported enrichment program and provide proof of same 
to RDC

2. consent to a public announcement by or on behalf of RDC

3. not disclose any award details until after the date of first public 
announcement

4. be in a position to travel to the supported enrichment program, including 
having a valid passport for travel outside Canada and a student visa  
if applicable

As a successful RISE Award recipient, you agree to:

1. provide RDC with a copy of any presentations or written reports completed 
during the enrichment program as an attachment to the exit survey at the 
end of the award period

2. notify RDC immediately if there is a change in your registration status  
for the supported enrichment program

3. repay the full award amount to RDC in the event that you elect not  
to participate in the awarded program

4. provide confirmation of successful completion of at least 8 credits in science 
and mathematics courses by the end of Level II by August 31, 2017

5. complete the RDC exit survey upon completion of the supported  
enrichment program and submit to RDC a copy of the applicant’s official 
2016-2017 (level II) transcript issued by the Department of Education  
by August 31, 2017

6. commit to the full enrichment program duration.

Students attending DEEP will be responsible for registering for science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) research-based  
curriculum courses.
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I AM ATTENDING AN ENRICHNENT PROGRAM IN THE UNITED STATES, 
ARE THERE SPECIAL TRAVEL CONSIDERATIONS?

To travel to the United States, successful applicants will be required to hold  
a valid passport and student visa.

HOW DO I PAY MY REGISTRATION FEES?

Registration fees will be paid directly to the enrichment program by RDC.

WHEN SHOULD I EXPECT TO RECEIVE MY TRAVEL/EXPENSES STIPEND?

A disbursement to awardees will be made by the end of May 2017.

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION?

Research & Development Corporation 
68 Portugal Cove Road 
St. John’s, NL A1B 2L9 
Canada

Tel: 709.758.0913 
Fax: 709.758.0927 
Email enquiries: programs@rdc.org 
Website: www.rdc.org

RDC

@RDCNL, #RISEAWARDS

www.rdc.org / form/rise
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For More Information:
Research & Development Corporation 
68 Portugal Cove Road 
St. John’s, NL A1B 2L9 Canada
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