
 

 

Gonzaga School Council Minutes 

December 14th , 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Krista Vokey, Sandy Hickman, Anne Marie Lewis, Jennifer Lake, Kieran Walsh, David Oake, 

Karen Moore, Susan Curtis, Lynette Snelgrove 

Apologies: Rhonda McKinnon, Ron Hickey, Bruce Chaulk, Brooke Riggs 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 

Sandy approved and Susan seconded. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes  

Motion to approve minutes by David, seconded by Kieran. 

 

3. Business Arising 

3.1  2016 School Development Update 

Last PD day was focused on Google classroom led by Jamie Vaters and Dave Welshman, two 

teachers at the school. Teachers were shown how to set up a Google classroom which replaces the 

need for webpages. By adding resources and assignments online this will hopefully save on 

paper. This was a very productive hands on day. 

 

 3.2 Video Camera Installation Update 

No update. Second tender still not posted as of Monday, Dec 12th.  

  

4. Principal’s Report 

Parent-teacher interviews were held last week and were well attended. A basketball tournament 

was held the same time as the interviews and went well. Midterm exams will begin on Friday 

January 20th and run for 6 days. Coffee house is being held in the cafeteria on Dec 14th where any 

monies raised will be donated o the Brain Injury Association. Peace and Justice will be holding a 

clothing swap and Thursday evening is the music concert. 

 

 



5. Student Council Report 

Defer until next meeting as Brooke was absent but Krista did bring up the cost of running the 

breakfast program as it was queried about last month. It is around $400 per month. Anne Marie 

suggested putting a notice on the website and twitter for donations. 

 

6. New Business 

 6.1 Restorative Justice Project School 

Gonzaga is a project school for this new ‘program’ (more of a philosophy). Five teachers are 

attending training and PD in this area. The idea is that RJ helps to resolve conflict/repair harm by 

mending relationships. The typical way of punishment (detentions, suspensions for example) will 

used less as the shift towards generating discussions through the use of a circle will be used. In a 

circle guidelines are established (such as everyone having the right to speak, to be heard, to be 

quiet and responsibilities of being open, still and honest). In a circle people can see each other 

which helps students to connect with one another. Circles could also be used to deliver and assess 

curriculum. 

 

6.2 French Program 

Susan expressed concerns about the junior high and high school French curriculum. Students are 

getting 80’s and 90’s in junior high and now getting 60’s and 70’s in high school. Because of this, 

many students drop out of French after grade 11 in order to maintain their average. This is more a 

systemic issue, as opposed to the child’s fault.  

Some things need to be ‘unlearned’ due to being taught wrong. Junior high program is watered 

down in order to be more inclusive and so students are not prepared for grade 10. In grade 10 the 

early French immersion and late French immersion students are combined, leaving a big gap in 

their skill level. Lynette suggested that students should be combined in an earlier grade. It was 

also mentioned that this issue needs to be brought to the attention of the school board.  

 

6.3 Fundraising Update 

Since Brooke is absent we did not find out of student council was interested in pursuing the idea 

of a parent designing a poster. If they were not interested, Karen suggested that the Prom 

Committee may be able to avail of the parents services to create a poster of the graduating class 

for example. 

Krista spoke to Val about the reserve fund. One idea previously brought up was taking a 

percentage from the canteen to go into the reserve fund for 4A’s, band or any other provincial 

event. Val did not like the idea as parents volunteer there time to be there and so they should be 

able to keep all funds raised. The reserve fund should be in the range of $10000 to $12000 and 

needs to come from many sources (parents association, sports, arts, etc). A policy needs to be in 

place regarding the use of theses funds. 

 



6.4 Student Access to Building Update 

All good! 

 

7. Next Meeting 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25, next meeting was booked for January 18th, 2017. 

 

 

 

 


