
 

 

Gonzaga School Council Minutes 

October 12th, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Krista Vokey, Kieran Walsh, Sandy Hickman, Ron Hickey, Anne Marie Lewis, Brook Riggs, 

Jennifer Lake 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 

Anne Marie approved and seconded by Sandy  

 

2. Approval of Minutes  

Sandy approved and it was seconded by Anne Marie. Krista needs to send out the external review 

report to school council members. 

 

3. Business Arising 

3.1  School Development Plan 

Krista will email the school development plan. Each staff member is part of an Action Team.  

Monthly staff meetings are held and school development will be an item on the agenda. The 

tentative dates for the next PD’s were set: Oct 28 (district closeout), Dec 2 (after parent-teacher 

interviews –GAFE), Feb 2 (LGBT), May 26 (Assessment, Preparing for Next Year) 

 

 3.2 Culture and Climate Survey 

No new news 

 

3.3 Graduation Plan 

Krista and some teachers had a walk through at Jack Byrne and the date is set. They felt confident 

that the place would not feel like an ice rink (they saw pictures of some previous events held 

there). There is a room upstairs that can be used for a meet and greet or pictures. Ticket costs 

would be cut by half and the extra room allows the space for parents to attend the meal. Krista 

suggested that students can choose if they want to sit with friends or parents. Brooke also liked 

the idea of students and parents choosing their seating plan.  



Safe grad would continue to be free. It will have an earlier start time which will hopefully cut 

down on alcohol consumption.  Brooke feels that students will be happy about the location and 

that it is not a drastic change as to what the students are expecting.   

Sandi expressed concerns on why parents are invited as it should be the students’ night. As well, 

parents may not have the money to buy a ticket or feel pressured that they have to go. Kieran 

suggested that parents should be given the opportunity and Ron agreed. Anne Marie felt that 

parents will not feel pressured.  

 

3.4 Video Camera Installation 

To date there have been 6 bomb threats in 4 weeks. The sign in/out sheet has been implemented 

along with increased teacher presence in hallways between classes. Ambrose is also regularly 

checking the washrooms. RNC has been conducting sweeps of the school and doing follow up 

interviews. 

School District has strongly suggested cameras. Members agree that students, teachers and 

members of the St. Pius community are negatively affected from the bomb threats and RNC are 

being pulled away from more serious matters. Brooke thinks that having cameras would change 

things for the better. The first question RNC ask when they come is ‘Do you have cameras?’ and 

parents have also expressed interest in having them. Many schools have cameras already and 

since most students come from a school where they had them, they will be used to them. Ron 

inquired on the cost and it would be around $10000. All members approved the installation of 

cameras. 

Krista also mentioned that the chain for the tennis court parking lot will be locked from 6:00pm-

6:00am. 

 

4. Principal’s Report 

 Deferred 

5. Student Council Report 

9 students went to Edmundston, New Brunswick for the Canadian Student Leadership 

Conference. Approximately 1000 students attended. There were keynote speakers, workshops and 

lots of cheer practice. 

6. New Business 

 6.1 School Council Membership 

We currently do not have a chair with the resignation of Ian Hodder. We will wait until we have 

full membership before a chair is named. Catherine Shortall has resigned as well. 

Amanada Craig took a years leave. Two teachers have stepped forward to fill her spot. It was 

agreed by members that both teachers could join as they give parents/community members a 

different perspective on the day to day activities of the school. (Also you need 2 teachers to 

replace Amanda ) 



Two parents have already expressed interest in joining school council. It was first suggested that 

we fill 3 spots: 2 parent and 1 community. Ron suggested we take up to 4 but Anne Marie 

expressed concern about the efficiency of a meeting if too many people attend. An announcement 

will be made using the webpage and synrevoice to see who else is interested but will not be told 

how many we are looking for. Once interested persons are identified, the council will decide how 

many to take. 

 

 6.2 Fundraising Requests: Athletics and Parent Association 

The Parents Association will be changing the Death by Chocolate fundraiser held in February 

(they will only have parent donations). They are holding another fundraiser on Nov 8th - Spirit of 

Newfoundland dinner theatre with auction items. The monies fundraised will go towards 

upgrading technology (new computers/IPads) and installing a recording studio. All members 

approved this fundraiser request. 

Athletics department want to hold a 59 minute fundraiser but more details are needed. 

  

 6.3 4 A’s Travel 

Girls soccer team won Regionals. The 4 A’s will not be going ahead as it was going to be held in 

Corner Brook and not enough teams were registered. The deadline for registering was very strict 

which may not have allowed teams enough time to organize and fundraise for the travel. Sandy 

suggest that this should be brought up to SportNL as the students should get their chance to play. 

Anne Marie also suggested that a ‘pot’ of money be available for last minute travel. 

 

7. Next Meeting 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 next meeting was booked for Nov 16th, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 


