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Alumni Connections Program 
 
 
Gonzaga has a history of encouraging citizenship and historically has adopted a “for others” mantra. Alumni of 
Gonzaga are extremely proud of their alma mater and would like to be involved directly with our school but are 
not always sure how.  Back in 2018, there were significant discussions at the School Council meetings about 
how to get our Alumni actively involved in our school community.  Alumnus Ron Hickey had met with several 
other alumni, including Leon House and Joe Elliott, who had expressed interest in formalizing a relationship 
between students and alumni.  From these discussions the Alumni Connections Program was born.   The initial 
implementation of the program highlighted the importance of student involvement. The committee currently 
consists of alumni, student council members and teacher moderators.  Our student council met with Ron, Leon 
and Joe to determine how Alumni would best assist students in preparing for their future.  The program 
currently consists of many components which permit students to connect with positive role models within the 
larger community.    
  
A roundtable discussion led to a series of more formalized career focused events held throughout the 2019-2020 
school year.  Alumni from different employment sectors come in for round table discussions with 
students.  These discussions are organized by larger job sectors such as finance, trades, engineering, arts, and 
medicine and are then subdivided to allow for different perspectives.  Current students have the opportunity to 
sit with a group of four-five peers and spend time learning about a field they may have interest in.  This design 
allows current students to build life skills that are interdisciplinary.  It encourages professional networking and 
the art of having a conversation.  It also goes toward achieving a fundamental goal of the program which is to 
use the connections created to provide a longer-term mentorship initiative for our students.  We hope to create a 
formalized mentorship program in the near future.  Our vision is that a student who joins the Gonzaga 
community in grade 10 could sign up for our mentorship program.  Throughout a student’s three years at 
Gonzaga he/she may be paired with one or several alumni who will help them develop goals and give them 
advice on how to achieve these goals.  Ideally this mentorship would continue even when the student graduates 
and pursues their future endeavours.  This type of relationship is valuable to all students. It has the potential to 
dramatically impact those students that may not be fortunate in having positive role models in their life outside 
of school.  It will give those students an opportunity to connect and enquire about what is available to them 
beyond high school.  Hopefully, this will provide education and guidance to students and help them make 
positive life decisions after high school. 
 
In order for this mentorship program to continue and grow, the student council recognizes the need to increase 
our database of alumni and to acknowledge the positive role that alumni can have within our school 
community.  The committee will update and expand the contact information in the current database by making 
cold calls and attending Gonzaga events such as graduations, high school reunions, etc. to encourage people to 
stay connected.  We want to inform alumni of the Alumni Connections Program and share ideas on the positive 
ways that they can give back to our school. 
 
As a part of this outreach, the committee will publish an Alumni Newsletter several times a year.  This 
newsletter will profile a current Gonzaga student, profile a Gonzaga Alumni, and provide a summary about 
something that is currently happening at Gonzaga.  Gonzaga has a large network of people who are proud to be 
a part of Gonzaga’s history and we want to share Gonzaga’s current story with you.  This program will give  
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people the guidance and opportunity to be connected in a meaningful way to our current students. Additionally, 
the publication of the newsletter will communicate with the larger community in an effort not only to  
acknowledge and disseminate the wonderful contributions of current and past Gonzaga students but also to 
inform people on how they are able to stay connected to their school community. 
 
We continue to explore the possibility of incorporating aspects of this program within the school curriculum 
such as the career program or incorporating job shadowing opportunities.  This program continues to increase 
the confidence, organization and leadership skills of our student organizers.  It has allowed for dialogue 
between enthusiastic youth and positive role models within the school community and it has given a forum to 
keep members of that community connected in a meaningful way.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nathan Young is a grade 12 student of 
Gonzaga High School who maintains 
excellent academic levels and is very involved 
in the school community. Nathan is on the 
Gonzaga Student Council where he serves in 
the executive role of Treasurer. Additionally, 
he is also student lead of the 
Alumni Connections Committee that helps to 
organize events that take place throughout the 
school year. This includes inviting Gonzaga 
Alumni to speak about their careers and 
pathways. Nathan is a hardworking, 
ambitious person who always strives for 
success in everything he does. Outside of 
school, Nathan enjoys curling and is very 
dedicated to the sport. In January of this year, 
Nathan travelled to Switzerland to compete at 
the Youth Olympics where he won a gold medal in the mixed doubles competition. A huge accomplishment 
for Nathan that everyone knew was possible because of his drive and determination. Nathan is a kind person, 
a great friend, and would do anything for anyone. 
 
 
  

If you are interested in participating in Gonzaga’s Alumni 
Connections Program or future initiatives please visit Gonzaga’s 

homepage and register. 
 

Introducing Nathan Young – Class of 2020 
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Abby Evans, a grade 11 student, interviewed 
Nathan.  Here’s what he had to say. 
 
 

What was your least favourite part about the Youth 
Olympics?  
 I loved every moment!  I do not have a “least favourite” 
part but I do have a “least fun” part of the 
experience!  The very last day, I was drug tested!  As 
interesting as it was to go through the process, it was 
very awkward and very nerve racking.  There are so 
many nuances, whether it be selecting the testing kit, 
reading and signing all of the paperwork and of course 
“peeing in the cup”!  Did you know that the Doping 
Control Agent is in the stall with you while you pee in 
the cup!  Talk about awkwardness! Leaving my 
teammates at the end of it all was also very sad.  We are 
such amazing friends and will stay so for the rest of our 
lives! 
 

How did being a Gonzaga Viking help you achieve your 
success? 
Gonzaga is an amazing school with amazing students and 
teachers.  First of all, Mrs. Craig helped me get chosen by 
writing a reference letter for me but every single person at 
Gonzaga played a key role in the process.  All of my 
teachers met with me, expressed their support and 
immediately bought into the Youth Olympic Journey. The 
flexibility and understanding they gave me was amazing 
and allowed me to focus on my training. I have so many 
very dear friends at Gonzaga that are always so supportive 
and encouraging as well!  And then there was the Pep 
Rally - It’s hard not to feel prepared when you know you 
have that kind of support behind you! 
 
 

 What was your favourite part about the Youth 
Olympics? 
My favourite part about the Youth Olympic Games was 
wearing the Maple Leaf.  As cliché as it seems, it's what 
all athletes dream of but never really know if it will 
actually happen. The pride that comes with representing 
Canada is overwhelming and well worth every sacrifice 
and defeat encountered along the way.  

What has been your favourite memory from your time at 
Gonzaga? 
My favourite memory is definitely the Pep Rally that Mrs. 
Craig, Ms. Gallivan along with Mr. Cluney and Mrs. 
Howse put together for me before I left for the games.  So 
much time and detail went into that and it was such an 
incredible way to be “sent off”.  The special guests, my 
family, the surprise of it all, Mr. Collins’ and Mr. Riche’s 
return!  Such detail!  And the support that my fellow 
Vikings showed was so inspiring and I cannot thank 
everyone enough for that experience. 
 

Do you have any plans for your post-secondary 
education and future career? 
Next year, I will be attending MUN where I will pursue 
a joint degree in commerce and economics. After that, 
I’d like to get an MBA, obtain my CFA designation and 
pursue a career in investment banking and asset 
management! 
 

Do you plan on staying connected with Gonzaga in the 
future?  
Of course, I do! Gonzaga will always be special to me 
and I will always stay connected. Whether it be as a 
mentor for Student Council, a member of School 
Council, who knows what other opportunities will arise! 
I also hope to be involved in the Alumni Student 
Connections project, as an Alumni instead of an 
organizer! I will certainly be staying connected with this 
amazing community for the rest of my life. 
 

What advice do you have for students entering high 
school at Gonzaga? 
 I would start by telling them that Gonzaga is full of 
teachers who care about them as people first and students 
second. The transition to high school can be daunting but 
there is nothing to worry about at Gonzaga.  With 
patience, commitment and respect for yourself and the 
community at large, you will have amazingly successful 
years at Gonzaga. Secondly, I urge everyone to get 
involved at the school. So many opportunities can arise 
from just getting involved and new experiences will only 
help you going forward. Get yourself out there! 

What are your life goals and how are you going to work 
to achieve them? 
 I am very passionate about finance and asset 
management. Someday, I wish to be managing a large 
fund that invests in North American equities (stocks) and 
other financial instruments.  It will also be important that 
I stay involved in the communities around me. Who 
knows what this may look like going forward but I know 
it will be a priority. 
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Darcy graduated from Gonzaga in 2015 as the Male 
Student of the Year. He subsequently earned an 
Honours Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Toronto, where he studied as a Loran Scholar and 
graduated with the highest academic standing in the 
International Relations program. Darcy is currently 
completing a Master of Philosophy in International 
Relations & Politics at the University of Cambridge 
where his research focuses on contemporary Canadian 
foreign policy. In 2021 Darcy will begin his studies at 
McGill's Faculty of Law, where he will pursue a Juris 
Doctor and a Bachelor of Civil Law.   
  
Outside of the classroom, Darcy has completed 
internships in the private, public, and non-profit sectors. 
Most notably, he has served as a Legislative Intern for 
the Democratic Leader in the United States House of 
Representatives, Rep. Nancy Pelosi in Washington DC.  
  

Following his graduation from Gonzaga, Darcy served as Co-Founder and Co-President of the St. John's Youth 
Social Justice Society. In Toronto, he has volunteered with numerous causes including a senior’s program, adult 
literacy program and community tennis program.  
  
Darcy ultimately aims to pursue a career in the fields of diplomacy, public international law, and public policy. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alumnus Darcy Taylor – Class of 2015 

Darcy’s Reflection of His Time at Gonzaga 
 

My time at Gonzaga prepared me immensely for the future. Through groups such as the Peace 
and Justice Committee, I was able to pursue my interests, work with like-minded peers, and 

gain valuable experience. Moreover, my time at Gonzaga taught me the importance of 
supportive teachers and mentors like Ms. Fritz and Mr. Williams- who were instrumental in 

showing me how high school students could make a difference in the community. 
 

Gonzaga was somewhere where I was encouraged to seek out new opportunities and 
supported while doing so. Whether it was joining a new club, attending a conference, or 

spearheading my own new initiative, I was always provided with opportunities to grow outside 
of the classroom. 

 
It was simply the best! 
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Do you know of a Gonzaga Alumni who you’d like to showcase 
in our newsletter?  If you do, reach out to 

lesleygallivan@nlesd.ca or amandacraig@nlesd.ca   
 

Thank you to all of the student and teacher volunteers who 
make this newsletter and the entire Alumni Connections Project 

a possibility! 
 


